CHILDREN AND THEIR PERSPECTIVES OF LIFE IN THE SUBURBS
 Perhaps the title it of my speech could easily be "the children and their perspectives of life", so heavy has been in the last few decades in our cities the landslide of the quality of life and of the ethical and moral values.  I will concentrate however my attention on the relationship child-urban territory.  Some days ago I have visited the outlying area of Enziteto, about 14 km from the center of Bari.  A district that over twenty years should have never be born, far away from all, where 5,000 inhabitants were sent to live without a bus to reach the town  or a  school already open to welcome their children.  A year ago the first pharmacy has opened.  Like in a neorealistic film of the post-war period, there is destruction everywhere:  the vandalism has demolished walls, broken doors and windows, carried away sanitations from the so-called "publics buildings ".  Rubble everywhere, like in a place just bombed, the worst place where you can imagine to live and where many persons were sent to make their own roots newly grow.  The windows of the elementary school have the bars, like a jail.  Enziteto is full of women and children;  the men are in great part unemployed, many of them are in jail.  In Enziteto I was introduced  to the  mother of six children, had from four different men.  This woman of 39 years is already twice grandmother, as here they start having babies at the age of 14.  Many people live illegally in premises assigned to stories, but where the stories have never been opened.  In one of these premises, where she lived with parents and other four brothers, where the air enters only  from the rolling shutter when it is lifted up, where they all where sleeping in the same bed because there was no other space, a year ago an eighteen months old child, Eleonora, died of hunger.  An announced tragedy, but which nobody had become aware of.  The day after the inhabitants of the zone collected 1,000 euro for the funeral and flowers, a sum that could have guaranteed to Eleonora’s life, if reached in useful time.  But why does Enziteto, and with it the other thousands Enziteto scattered for the world, exist?  And which perspective of life the children and young people have in these places?  The improvisation, the initiative of a few powerful people, prevailing of certain kinds of power respect to others, put together pieces of cities that don’t have an identity, if not the one of being without identity like their inhabitants.  Pieces of cities that remain separate not only politically and administratively, but also functionally, materially and stilistically.  The so-called "not identity", producing disaffection to the place and, not rarely, degradation and violence, imposes on the place a stigma from which the rest of the city tries to free itself resorting to strategies of obliteration, among which frequent it is the ghettoizzation, more than to propositive policies addressed to the reorganization and the recovery of the new areas and of those existing since a long time.  The city actors, in this situation strongly ambiguous, barcamenano between civil engagement and interests closely individual, looking however for a "place" in the city that everyone wants perfect, beautiful, comfortable, pleasant, but accordind to  rules as much as subjective and personal as possible.  The sidewalk, the corner, the road, places of ancient collective public function, are swallowed into new uses which attribute them meanings different from the past.  Everyone  now demands an own city on which the appropriation happens not only through the use and the consumption, but also through several shapes of participation to the planning processes, arrogating the common citizen himself the right to express his own point of view and defend his own interests.  The state of confusion invests not only the city, but also the family, the school, infancy.  The family and the school, considered for centuries the bench marks around which it was constructed and strengthened the all society, that then in the city, in the production, organization and management of its spaces and buildings was represented, are considered as inadequate to the times and to the actual subjects and, in a certain measure, ineffective on functional plan.  Infancy, for centuries immutable temporal space in everyone’s life, appears changed regarding to the past.  Its same duration appears more and more reduced because of what comes from more parts indicated as a process of "progressive adultization". But if, due to its deep transformation, today’s  "infancy" appears as irreconcilable with its original meaning, it maintains however intact its specific meaning regarding the other life ages.  The invitation to distrust of "easy judgments, around to a presumed not-city, which is  as such only because we aren’t anymore able to read the inner complication" could be applied with equal correctness to infancy:  we do not find ourselves in front of a not-infancy, but we face our inability to read its the inner complication.  

The story on the city road 

A  little piece of road, quarreled and shared by adults and children, continuously renegotiated between the game and the pause, was in the modern city, until the years ' 50/' 60, the entire city for the child.  After it was the unknown, a world populated, often through the story of the adults, by threatening beings and supehuman dangers, than from a part constituted a invalicabile barrier, from the other stimulated the fantasy.  The child, with his heart that furiously struck for the disobedience perhaps more than for the eventual danger, got away from the known roads and crossed territories even if he feared them hostile.  Often in group, difficultly alone.  The disappointment could be enormous or the discovery exciting:  an other little piece of city joined to that known one and the map of the city, in the mind, became rich of new places and reticula, beyond which there was always " the other city ", that one disowned, perhaps dark and hostile, perhaps known through the story of the others, the grown up kids and the adults.  

In the modern city the relationship child-city had been based, in various measure and in accordance with the several social categories of belongings, on solid ties with the place and a strong sense of belongings to the surrounding territory the own home.  The road was the privileged place of encounter with the other disowned, encounter not escaped, but looked for.  The city was lived by the adult and by the child, who could move enough easily respect to the actual times, pushing himself farther and farther away, as he acquired autonomy from the adult.  But the contemporary city, freed from ties by now outdated of sharing and mutual solidarity, thought indispensable in order to keep intact an urban weaving in disintegration, has reproduced itself in thousands others, riceivers of specific individualities, depriving the child, in the first place, of that reticulum of relations of neighbourhood that allowed him a positive relationship with the others and of grow in the city.  The city is not anymore within the "borders", but it extends and includes all what meets while expanding itself physically, until it’s possible, for  then redesigning  and reinventing itself.  A clean separation happens between the city and its inhabitants that constitute a more and more inner differentiated society and not only for kind, age and occupation, for race, etnia, religion, but also for tastes, styles of life, mode.  

In this enormous "theme Park", as tendentially the contemporary city is shaped, the child appears less and less visible, sucked hoe he is from an infinity of activities, which are carried out more and more frequently in closed and hyperprotected environments and which scan his time on the adults’ rhythm of job and rest.  "Bewildered children", not because someone has forgotten or lost them, but because they are uneasy in a city they know less and less, often fleetingly caught a glimpse through the window of the cars that transport them from a "warehouse" to the other.  If you ask the children to represent their city, they will reproduce clusters, in which all will be assembled and a great part of the sheet will remain white;  if you ask them to represent an imaginary city, nonexistent, the drawing will cover all the surface of the sheet.  

The contemporary city is still planned and built for the adult and, even more, in a city more and more spacially insufficient, the time of the negotiation between the adult and the child has ended;  the competition for the city spaces, in fact, is more and more ignited and violent.  The adult presents claims of appropriation and reconversion of the city in places more and more answering to the requirement-desires of the postmodern citizen.  

The tendency in the comparisons with the child is, in prevailing measure, that one to confine him in very defined spheres, more and more technologically equipped, with activities, games and more and more sophisticated toys, but far, separated, as more as possible, spacially and symbolically from the ones the adult has planned for himself even if neither aesthetically, nor structurally, it is possible, to a first superficial look, to distinguish the different use destinations.  The search of the beautiful, before the functional, brings necessarily to a tendency to the planning homologation, also.  The sandbox and the playground can be used like metaphors in order to identify two different relations that the child has with the city.  The model of the sandbox letss the child live a experience of game and safety and at the same time to the town to organize itself  beyond the sandbox, as if the child did not exist, since he will pass from a constructed, protect and circumscribed space, to the other, in a organization also temporal of his day that little space leaves to the improvisation and the unexpected.  The same relationships with the others will be regulated and defined and among subjects, for how much possible, homogenous.  

On the contrary, the model of playground aims to transform the city in an environment suitable to the child, meant both as a citizen and a city user, with special and specific needs.  The contemporary city reassumes in itself both the metaphors:  its "icon" is a playground, which however an infinite series of sandboxes is reproduced in.  Though shaping itself, in fact for the great variety and diversity that characterize it, like an immense adventure payground, both for the adult and for the child, inside, then, it comes subdivided in fenced and hyperprotected sandboxes, where they try to reproduce, through the game of the architectonic shapes, spaces meant for the encounter and the socialization.  The diversities are separated and the variety controlled.  

The adult has tried to recreate in the sandbox the logic of the playground, but he has put wardens at the entrance  and barriers and borders inside, ending in such a way by eliminating the more meaningful aspect of the playground and that is creating a continuous process of osmosis between the inner and the outside.  In the new configuration that planners and designers give to the city, creating always new places of escape in the city spaces or to the margins of the same city, placing besides customary architectures citations of the past or prefigurations of the future, the narration precedes the lived city, the city experience, overlapping to the real city that remains defined and fixed in a given space, in a given moment.  The children, "the most fortunate ones", accustomed to the improvised game, which ends unforeseeably as it had begun, get around, entering also with the force, in the urban interstices of the "space game" of the adult.

The free time 

the free time was once the prevailing time in the day of the child, who used to spend at school the morning and then reserved to the study only some hours of the afternoon.  Now for the well-to-do children the free time is residual in their day, even if remains fundamental for their growth and development.  

"the free time is defined like the privileged place to discover oneslf  through the others, to discover the envronment and  prepare  to the future.  In such a meanaing,  the free time is not the synonymous of absence of bonds, but of bonds freely  granted, which are themselves equally necessary conditions to the overcoming of oneself ".  (Henry J.P., temps libre the DES enfants.  Que to faire dans votre commune?   

Paradoxically, once again, the economic availabilities, more favorable to widen the field of the choices, are those that will keep the child from being truly free.  The road is dangerous for the traffic and for the not expectable encounters, the public garden is far away, the public square is too large, the playground is by now monotone;  running  and to jumping remains a wish by the babies and the children economically more disadvantaged, whom just a can to kick and a alley and a courtyard in the old city are enough to and they are the freest among the children, even if they will never know it.  

It is our duty, I believe, to make the "street children"  take conscience of such a richness:  even if on the city game today it exists worry and alarm for its gradual disappearance, in spite of the difficulties and the numerous physical, psychological and cultural obstacles that the child meets in playing on  the urban roads, it still survives in some contexts.  

The disappearance of playing from the road can have as consequences the progressive estranging of the child from the city, with successive loss of possibility of real and directed acquaintance of the same one;  complexification of the socialization processes that, not more spontaneous, deprive the child of the ability to face autonomously the diversities and the unexpected.  

Three are the founding elements of the urban play:  the city itself, the children and the playfulness.  It is sufficient that just one of these three elements comes less because the city play stops its function of catalyst of the acquaintance of the place and the other.  The urban play concurs, in the analysis of the relationship child-city, to assume the existence of two "cities" which the child constantly interacts with, and which he directly lives and experiments:  the city of the play and the city of the daily happenings, often in conflict with each other, trying one to take control of the times and places of the other.  The city of the daily is the city of the routinized distances from home to school and viceversa, of the arenas and swimming pools, the spaces, in short, of controlled enjoyment, where the times and the modalities of the pause are established by the adult.  The city of the daily is the city of living and to growing according to times and ways determined by the adult.  The city of the play doesn’t have spaces, both physical and symbolic, equally defined and borders so specific and identifiable, it does not have established times of enjoyment, it doesn’t always have the same companions and always known to everybody.  It has in itself the adventure, the unexpected, the risk, the discovery, the emotion of not knowing how it will end:  they are its spaces, places of appropriation and control, temporary ones, but of the child.  Freedom, spontaneity, creativity, imagination are born, are interlaced, populate a world which fantasy and truth are stirred in a iridescent kaleidoscope in.  It is the place where one is what is, but may become what he wants.  It is  victory for someone, but it is never a defeat for anyone, as the separation in the play from his own beeing is fundamental in learning  to accept oneself and get through the difficulties.  But is this condition existing in the violent and degraded periphery?  Is there space in these places for freedom and fantasy?  For the sociology the most important aspects of play on the road are those that refer to learning the place and of the shapes of sociality that, through the play, give shape and meaning to that place.  The child is, therefore, city, a urban consumer, an occasional but the most ignored one, with the consequence that his perception and needs in terms of development and autonomization are not considered at all.  The child has specific needs and his modalities of perception do not mean absence of relationship with the milieu.  This relationship is necessary to the child in order to learn and to develop himself, and one of the essential elements of this relationship is, exactly, the play, through which it succeeds to take control of a place and to become actor of its transformation.  The child is, therefore, a producer of cities.  

The road

The road has had importance as social connective in the history of every city and influence on the construction of the relationship of the child with the city, but also with the others.  It was the place in which some of the first shapes of real autonomy were realized:  choosing the distance, the modality of the distance, the pause and with whom.  

Today it prevails of the road the meaning of connecting element in the system of movement of the child in the city.  Going, coming, stopping, staying assume characteristics differentiated in accordance with the age and of the scope and, in recent times, these activities have assumed for everybody new importance.  

Which is then the relationship that establishes between the road and the social actors?  And in what measure an urban-architectural planning can reinvent the road as a place of the sociality?  The social function of every public space is in the first place that one to realize a certain "controlled visibility" that consists in "beeing seen ", that physically means to be perceived by the others, in "knowing", that presupposes shapes of interaction even just passive and that tells of encounters but repeated in the same spaces, and finally in "being known", which involves that acknowledgment of the child as a part of the others, which presupposes identification.  He is someone, occupies a place in the social space that he attends and his absence is noticed.  The “street child”, who is simply seen and not recognized by the others, is a child who can provoke apprehension and alarm and render risky his presence in those spaces also for himself.  

The acknowledgment sanctions his belonging to the place and to those who share that place in one or thousands of the activities that can be carried out in that place.  

This explains the choice operated by the child, who walks alone along the roads of the city, of a place which there is the presence of other city actors in, above all adults but also older children, who answer to criteria of interpersonal safety and are immediately identifiable.  It’s obvious that not all the children are in the position to catch up this controlled visibility which demands acquaintance and experience, intuitive strategy to avoid the unexpected danger.  The child of the degraded periphery as Enziteto is born in the violence, lives it as a daily entity and imposes it to the others, as a way to assert his own existence. 

 The demands of public space by the children, from the youngest to the oldest ones, are not centralized on the appropriation of unique place, but on the access to a net of places at different statute.  It’s for this reason that the "participation" in its several meanings becomes more and more an indispensable instrument also for the attainment of a visibility of the child and for an acknowledgment of his public dimension, that it is of general interest.  

The city appears, for lack of alternatives, inertia in acting, in order to pursue just a desire, as a sum of forced places which the child succeeds to escape from with hard work, creating new urban spaces or rendering them simply visible through new shapes of fruiction, organization and management of the same ones.  The city appears to organize itself between the inside and the outside, strongly opposed one to the other in their symbolic meaning, which includes not so much the concept of private opposed to public, as that one of closed respect to open, of exclusive respect to accessible.  

This distinction between the within and the outside, in the same terminological meaning, does not exclude the city daily lived by  the child and impsed him by the adult: 

· the inside, domestic and istitututional architecture:  house, school, gymnasium, swimming pool, condomimium garden, playground situated in it, a little piece of road which he has established, alone or in group, his own control on;  

· the outside, architecture of the public spaces of pause and transit ("what "in place of the roads?),  but also house parts which the access to is forbidden (the bedroom of other members of the family, for example), which the fruiction of the child is subordinate to limits and ties on, imposed directly by others or indirectly induced by a sort of urban alarm that alerts both them and  the adults for the spaces of "really" public fruiction.  

But "new" places of the city exist, which the child himself  has produced.  They are those that we could define, considering the function they acquit and the capillarity which  marks them, reticula.  They are the roads, the alleys, the stairs, the lanes of the garden, shortly all those "footpaths" by which he builds his routes from within outside and viceversa and in within and in outside.  The tendency will be always to prefer the longer routes, more twisted, those that concur to rock the adventurous dream that is made in that moment or to speed up the shiver of the beyond suspicion event;  they are for him, first of all, places with their own actors, own relations, own meanings.  

Planning with and without the child

 The speech about the flexibility and architectural manipulability of the city has like referents just the actors, the adults, who with more comfort succeed to impose their own sign on the city and who often enter in contradiction with the laws and the plans that rule the city.  

The role of the child, from the planning point of view, has a double valence:  he is passive receiver of specific constructions, but he is also, in measure and with reduced frequencies, producer of urban spaces. 

 The child is, generally, passive receiver of all that part of the so-called institutional planning that concerns the schools of the several degrees of instruction, which is still absent any kind of participation for.  But he is also formal producer of city spaces, in many cases in which renewal and urban requalification interventions are studied, in more frequent measure in the cases of new planning of specific spaces for the infancy, where he is propositive and innovative actor as well.  

Let’s reflect on the words of Rudovsky:  "...  If certain detuctible toys have the responsibility to plant the seed of the violence in the child, they are the architects who carry it to maturation by buiding what the newspapers call "schools at proof  of vandals".  Instead of trying to court the child by conquering him to the delicacies and the attractions of his art, the architect just provokes greater violence defying his resources of skillful demolisher.  And the children answer to the adults by devastating the extracurricular activities, remarkably increased in the course of the last years ".  (Streets for people.  To primer for Americans).  

Only recently it has been stood out an educational role of the architecture also to the creativity, to the taste of the beauty, the fantasy, the imagination.  This has become possible in the moment the child has acquired a new public dimension and has come outside, in full social and political visibility.  

Not any more, therefore, just specific space expressely planned, not any more "marginalized" places, but places, beyond  the specific destinations of use, accessible to everybody.  The consequence is that the architecture does not have to produce for the children "containers" but must become, through its "objects", an instrument of growth, acquaintance and experience, a not constrictive space, which may also be a place of experience of freedom. 

 The urban spaces should operate in continuous mutual osmosis, a flow of continuous activities between a space and the other, one  and the other architecture, nearly a space of continuity, of permanent opening even just symbolic, so that everybody feels the possibility to transit from a place to the other.  Not a filter, a sieve between places of exchange, but without communication.  Instead, the constant objective that the adult resolves to do is to create  spaces so that the children learn very precise and defined roles without variations from the original model.  Perhaps as it is easier and less problematic not to break away  from customary models, perhaps as the adult imagination by now "is ossified" at least referring to spaces that are of other people's destination and even more for particular subjects as still are the children.  It is not an architecture that is born to satisfy, as it is for the adults, the real needs of the child is felt as such.  Today we begin to accept the fact that the socializing relationship demands the free and spontaneous exploration of the space by the children in order to facilitate taking control of a place also in a collective space and even if this involves conflicts and fights.  In this way the child becomes producer  and constructor of a space, of his own space, where he traces the relation structures he establishes with the others.  

Due to the loss of the sense of community that the traditional city structures in great part once offered, it appears as complex but evocative the hypothesis of a construction of the city according to times and rhythms neither expectable nor quantifiable, but that it is born from the dialectic tension between forces, in appearance or really, strongly unequal from each other  as when on one side there are architect, urban planner, investors, entrepreneurs, managers and on the other one the children. 

 The hypothesis of a city that acquires shape thanks to actions composed by groups of citizens linked by common interests is more and more placed side by side by actions through which the single citizen, getting away with his behavior from the collectivity which he belongs to, succeeds, while searching a personal, different identity, both to create spaces and to give new shapes and dimensions to those already existing.  For example, on degraded city areas, generally abandoned, the children are surely able to carry out specific activities through which trying to give a sign of recovery of the existing.  Sometimes in such spaces the children prime an appropriation process, this spontaneous and not programmed one and not managed by the adults, and they improvise, as an example, football matches or, if the space concurs it, also races by bicycle.  If repeated with a certain regularity in the time,  and, sometimes, despite attempts  of removal by who is eventually interested that those spaces remain forgotten, these activities activate movements of interest by other categories of age and not rarely they end with constituting of that space a place with its own specific identity.  

Participation

 The inhabitant meant as an active subject equipped of planning intentionality and abilities (not technically), assumes a role that is not any more lateral, but fundamental.  

The participation both in the field of Public Administration and in the planning one is considered useful because it provokes attention towards the children, because it educates adults and children to the relationship with the urban milieu, because it is an  instrument of consent.  The participation that turns out, today, be more and more extended to the children, remains however a praxis somewhat limited for those which can be the opportunities of planning “interference" by the common citizen.  

Nevertheless, such interference is fundamental.  The same reflections expressed previously on the architecture of houses and schools is now repeated hour to the urban level of outdoor spaces.  It is important that the public spaces suggest safety, but they are also able to speed up the imagination.  That’s why it is necessary to think of architectonic emergencies that place the child in a position of mentally reconstructing the place and identifying it and, at the same time, urge him to continue a more and more exciting and fascinating exploratory percourrence.  According to Baird, the child is able  to participate with refection to a planning process when he has completed a phase of growth in which the relationship with the environment, constructive and stimulating, has allowed him to arrive, through two main processes, the one of the direct perception and the one of the knowledge of the perception, to the third one, that one of real planning (that’s to say the ability to design his own inferences, to imagine the unusual one and to anticipate the consequences of behavior, obviously possible only to a certain age, than the researcher places around the 8/9 years, even if the age, obviously, depends also on the socio-cultural environment of belongings).  If the planning task is too difficult, the young children appeal to their direct perception in order to construct something that is aesthetically satisfactory without care for the functional relations between elements on a level and the eventual ones in the real world.  

Such planning activity by the children turns out fundamental in the moment in which, in opposition to a city become place of desocialization and atomization where they appear as broken all the social and human links with the sanctioned triumph of an exasperated individualism, does not lack by the subjects the demand for a prompt answer to their own desires, nearly they were fnal imperatives.  The contemporary child expects today of being listened to and proposes solutions that are a sign of a perception of the space and of the others much more careful and also more loyal regarding that one of the adult.  It is as if our inability to listen to and to feel the problems of the others, of worrying of the weakest and needy people, had been transferred to the children, linked  to their sensibility and ability into interacting with less prejudgments and distrust.  

At the planning level the suggestions of the children are very practical, perhaps just for the ability to distinguish the "tale" from the truth of the daily reality:  shelters which defend from the rain the percourrence towards the school, comfortable and pleasant benches, wide fountains for drinking in the sunny days, sidewalks with trees, bushes, street lamps for being able to walk and stay, and so on.  They think of the nature in city, preview devices for the disables, the old people and the kids, they think of the importance of spaces of wide breath, luminous and comfortable, aesthetically beautiful and functional as they know the importance of the milieu for being well with the others, they have a critical sense and an ability to cooperation and collaboration without overwhelming and embezzlement of the other,  that a lot would have to teach, in terms of democracy, to the adults.  

It is exactly what emerged in a project I coordinated some years ago with the children of a primary school in Bari, who were asked to riqualify a slum district and whose extraordinary results gained international echo.  The children were producers and actors of a new city scene.  Recognize, therefore, the child as an  active and propositive social actor also on the city scene, concurs to lead a study on the city on the base of new parameters of reading and appraisal, and to suppose also the possibility of a city planning more adherent to those that are shaped like the new city needs of liveability, sociality and interaction.  

R. Cogy in "Praise of the boredom" declares:  "the things that help the child to develop himself must be little structured, incompiute like the same child".  In the periphery, incompiute, the child can find space of growth if we let him be a positive and propositive actor.  Can all of this be transferred also in the most extreme conditions of the  suburbs like Enziteto?  Can the children be helped to leave the road of the daily violence and become actors protagonists of a new scene?  

The "culture of the road" 

From recent studies carried out especially in France on the "street children" emerges that these children have in common the taste of freedom (that can become strong instability), the sense of the initiative and the cleverness, the courage, and then ways to express and to dress themselves.  But they share also the anguish, the violence, the umiliations of the road life and very large affective solitude the friendship of their equals does not overwhelm:  they all, more or less, when can express confidentially, show an alive desire to gather to the adults, "to exit" from the road.  

Iona and Peter Opie, the two English researchers who for twenty years have lead a search on the plays of the children in the road, have declared it does not exist a city to the world which they have not bloomed in and do not continue to bloom games in the road.  There hasn’t been one single child in many years of search that was not able to speak about the games in the road and enrich of other particulars a very extensive list.  The differences in the games from a country to the other, for how they may be far culturally and geographically, are more apparent than substantial.  

They exist and are constructed among the children bonds that go to beyond the ethnic and racial and linguistic diversities and that are born, probably, from a situation of necessity, as for the "street children".  The existence of an equal culture, in any continent, of the children, beyond the "street children", let us think that all the children use instruments of communication, oral and not oral and, often unknown to the adult, immediate in the transmission, according to codes rooted in the time through the centuries and still strongly alive and dynamic, simple, unilinear, homogenous codes as it is for example the play.  

Through the migratory flows the children enter in contact with societies geographically and culturally even a lot far  from each other.  They ignore the language, the customs, the norms and the values, but they carry with themselves their own norms and values, own models of behavior.  They find themselves having to negotiate spaces of existence beyond that of playing with adults and equals, exceeding barriers of suspicions when not, in extreme cases, of real hostility.  The play constitutes the first instrument of interaction, able to exceed linguistic, social, ethnic, racial barriers, barriers of space and time.  In the urban peripheries, more and more crucibles of etnies, this experience is fundamental.  

As social category different from the others, infancy characterizes towards the outside for its total specificity, and to its inside for the unicity that constitutes every single member.  Children scared, maltreated, abandoned, betrayed, excluded, disappointed, neglected, driven away, removed, tricked, not loved, violent, aggressive children, bad, cruel and inhuman:  the debate opened at the beginning of Sixties in the field of urban sociology offered this fan of alarming attributes both in the case of a surrending situation and in the opposite one of aggression.  In both cases, that’s to say in situations of surrending and aggression (more in the second that in first) the sense of deep uneasiness and inadequacy of the adult to face even  before solving the problem.  

The urban actors, changed the traditional roles, have strengthened their bargaining power in vertical and horizontal sense, claiming their own right of co-participation to the decisional choices.  These mutations have brought to full visibility some categories once weak and, therefore, considered insignificant, which the women and the children.  

Among all the relationships that the city builds, the most complex, the most difficult to understand in its different  fides is just that one with the children.  Nevertheless this is the social category that, more then the others forced  to silence and hidden, has had in the time a deep transformation on the level of the subjectivity and the social acknowledgment, turning out as one of the social categories that have affected the transformation, management and organization of the urban spaces.  Bettelheim declares  that the quality of the relationship that the individual establishes with the city depends, in an exclusive way, from the modalities which in such relationship he has lived in and perceived by the persons whom we come in relation with.  Our first perceptions of the city will be determining for all the cycle of our life and will establish in which way each part of our city or the others will get in relation with us.  The first urban fragment that the child meets is the matrix of what will be his affective and perceptive patrimony in all his successive living places.  Here is why it is fundamental thinking differently of the existing city and the one to be  planned.  Plans like that one of Enziteto, which don’t have anymore to be born, see the strong corresponsability of engineers and architects (for a plan working only on the paper forgetting the human element), of the entrepreneurs, who had speculated on those desert lands so far from the city and arising buildings of very poor quality;  and of the politicians, who had held the game of the speculators and have never be able to maintain the promises of interventions of physical and social recovery. 

 Nowdays the child is recognized as able of initiatives of participation in pre-planning phase.  Initially for the spaces of play and only in well specified ambles, such as schools and condominia; then, even if with much precaution and graduality, with regard to urban spaces of public use, like parks and gardens.  His propositivity is inherent both to programms of requalification of the existing as of new planning.  On such bases it is possible "to construct" the city in which the children may live, re-establishing, thanks also to their contribution,  the balance between the "values of the road" and the familiar ones.  It appears as fundamental to reconquer by everyone that public dimension by all neglected and not practiced, which is not defense of rights of the collectivity on the level  of practical policy in tightened sense, but it means to participate to the life that in the public spaces is carried out.  It is necessary to change the structures, in their architecture and the participation.  Now the urban policies of intervention on the constructed space, especially for what regards the recovery of degraded areas, as it is  often of the historical centers and the periphery, consider the possibility to appeal to the child not only as a referent, but also as a  pointer of readeability and uneasiness, marginality, exclusion and separation of these ones, than once were the town and are only crumbling parts of it.  

To bring back life in these public spaces is the much more complex than elsewhere.  The participation strategies that, through diversified shapes of formal and informal participation, try to break off the repulsive tendencies concurring a recovery from the bottom towards the high, among all the urban actors begin to prefer the child.  The child as a member of a community to revitalize through the experiences of daily use of the urban spaces in the play and the pause, in the diversified shapes of interaction with the equals and the other bands of age and like a propositive subject, characterized by strong specificity, in a programm of space to recover.  The perceptive and intuitive specificity of the child, not conditioned by cultural stereotypes of interaction and sociality, still concurs a reading of the places and a functional expressivity that it attributes to these places a new meaning or it discovers a forgotten one, but always present.  This acceptation of the child as an active and  propositive subject doesn’t simplify the task of the investigator who knows however of having himself  to move in comparison with him with different modality and attentions:  the relationship child-city remains, however, a relationship of very strong  inequality between the subjects of the power and its youngest fruitors.  

The city is often the only resource that the child has to survive to a situation of extreme affective and material deficiency.  It is here, on the road, in the public spaces where the shapes of freer and more spontaneous socialization come true, that is put into effect the principle of acknowledgment and belonging.  It is misleading to think that it can be meant, for the child, just as a place of play aimed to itself.  Perhaps in the road only he will be able to find who, even "using him", taking advantage of him, will give him to the illusion of his own identity and specificity, of his own value as an individual. This does not regard necessarily the “street children”, this situation can be determined also just for belonging to a particularly disadvantaged social rank.  

It is not the aspired, yearned for, wished city for what new, different, it may  offer or for thousand other reasons, but it is the alternative to the nothing that the child possesses:  materially and affectively.  

The present  violent remittance in argument of the State of the Welfare, not able to compy adequately with those tasks that had been loaded,  have compelled family and school, in the first place, to renew  their own assumption of responsibility on all kinds of socialization, assuming the control and delegating, however, to the others the greater burden of their realization.  All this has sent back the child in the so-called "domestic fireplace".  

As a witness of all the exclusions and marginalizations, the road registers itself in a dynamics of refusal in the public space of what does not deserve of being kept in the private one.  The road, and with it its "inhabitants" (the street children) has been transformed in place of tightened passage, of collectivization of urban dirtiness, of sonorous, smelly and thermal “noises", that limit the social operations to the “marginalized” inhabitants.  But the children play a complex role in this marginality of the road.  Sometimes they allow, as actors of the road, to numerous adults, directly or indirectly and in more or less organized way, to survive.  

Constructing  in the city a milieu for the child is not thinking  of a city for the child.  To offer urban spaces to the child is just a  strategy of re-appropriation of the city also for adult himself.  More and more often the road becomes the "home" of the child, as either he does not have any or having it, however he has left it, definitively or temporary and for him he does not exist any protection if not that one of the group which now he belongs to and which pacts of hush, of cospiracy, more than affectivity, fasten him to.  

The child of the road is a social actor.  It’s therefore indispensable to understand his world beginning from what he says and does.  It is necessary to study the subjective meaning which the action has for the child as an actor.  

The child, architect of spaces becouse producer of meanings, creates and modulates volumes, according to his own requirements, prescinding from the borders architectonically realized, giving to the constructed spaces a symbolic dimension, wider or more reduced, also different, often, from the planning intention.  Therefore he succeeds to take the control of the pre-chosen space and allows the same acquiring processes, though with different times and modalities, also to the adults, thawing sometimes the sense of a space that becomes place. 

 In the light of such last reflection, I am  convinced that also in extreme places like Enziteto, where a few social operators try to perform miracles before it is too late, the neglected children, the young people accustomed to the daily violence who, when asked what they want to do when grown up, choose between pusher and robber, if supported by a permanent net, whose weight does not fall back constantly on the voluntary service, if helped to understand the great potentialities they often, can turn out as the engine of complete and effective processes of recovery.  There are young talents in sport activity that, if organized slowly but with conviction, could answer more effectively, with greater satisfaction and also freeing for processes of education part of the time lost "to survive" in the nothing.  There are potential artists who know only the violent and destructive use of the color, but who if helped could themselves become teachers for the others.  There are youngsters specialized in the assemblage of stolen car parts and motors, but who could turn out as excellent mechanics.  There are children and young from the great intelligence to whom nobody has known or wished to explain that beyond the daily group violence, the group itself could cooperate in order to realize something of valid and long-lasting for the own city and that they will never want to destroy after realized it.  But to them someone will have first to explained why they had to be born in Enziteto and how it can be believed that it is possible to defeat what seems to be a  divine sentence.

Eugenio Lombardi

